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1 The Council

adopts decision to
conclude the FTA and

request the Parliament's
consent

The Parliament is asked for
consent in view to ratify

the agreement — it cannot
amend the content of the

agreement

EU Free-Trade Agreements: A Step-by-Step Guide

The Council authorises the
negotiations and provides

the Commission with
negotiating guidelines

The Commission engages in
several round of negotiations
with the trade partner (avg.

2-3 years of active
negotiations)

The FTA enters into
force once parties

exchange ratification
instruments

The Commission carries
out scoping exercise with a
potential trade parter

The Council adopts decisions
on the signing of the

agreement and may take a
decision on provisional

application

The Commission concludes the
negotiations with the partner

and submits the FTA for
ratification, following legal
scrubbing and translation

The Commission
submits a recommendation
to open negotiations to the

Council for approval

The Commission readies to submit several free trade agreements (FTAs) for ratification, starting with the one negotiated with New Zealand. This explainer
will walk you through the procedure from A to Z, and clarify what to expect next as the EU trade agenda keeps unravelling. 

If the legal basis is
defined as 'mixed', the
agreement would also

undergo national
ratification processes

(e.g. CETA)

While the Parliament is unable to amend the content of the agreement, it
has used its veto powers in the past to leverage the implementation of
flanking measures, notably in relation to sustainability concerns

Visit opp.group for more
policy insights


